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Budget seems to be based on an 
assumption that  

“Government is Good” 

Let’s look at some examples to see if 
that assumption is a good one 



What about Watauga? 

• Increases in costs for home repairs by fees and 
arbitrary standards increase risk and decrease 
implementation of upgrades 

• Jeopardizing public safety by policing of laws 
which have no harm to property or person 

• Increasing the costs to residents by 
implementing tedious and intrusive code 

• “Mandatory” wellness programs by the city? 



Our Federal Government 

• Two Examples 

– Health Care Insurance 

– Social Security 



Health Care Meddling 

• WW2 era National War Labor Board institutes 
wage caps, market responds by offering 
“benefits” – beginning of pre-tax write-off for 
employers of health care expenses eliminates 
individual policies for group policies 

• McCarran-Ferguson Act – prohibits interstate 
competition in health insurance; provides for 
anti-trust exemption for insurance 

• State dictates insurance coverage in the state 

 



State Dictated Health Care Mandates 
from 2004-2005 

• Benefits related to the treatment 
of acquired brain injury 

• AIDS and HIV related care 
• Chemical Dependency 
• Childhood immunizations 
• Colorectal cancer testing 
• Craniofacial surgery for children 
• Diabetes education and testing 

supplies 
• Hearing screenings for children 
• Mammography screening 
• Nutritional supplements for PKU 

and other inheritable diseases 

• Oral Contraceptives 
• Osteoporosis detection 
• Prescription contraceptive drugs, 

device and related services 
• PSA testing for prostate cancer 
• Psychiatric day treatment 
• Reconstructive breast surgery 

following a mastectomy 
• Serious mental illness limited to 

45 inpatient and 60 outpatient 
days 

• Telemedicine services 
• Treatment of TMJ 

This has the effect of forcing people to drive only new cars with all possible options. 



Social Security – the retirement 
program from hell 

• Mandatory “contributions” from employer 
• Mandatory “contributions” from employee 
• Part of “benefits” may be taxable 
• If married and both partners paid into the program, upon death of one 

partner, those “benefits” are GONE 
• Congress controls COLA 
• Congress controls “benefits” 
• Congress controls retirement age 
• There is no “account” with your name on it; no control 
• The plan was a scheme to start with, benefits wouldn’t start until 3 years 

AFTER the average life expectancy 
• It was immoral and unconstitutional then, it still is 
• It’s a Democratic vote buying scheme 
• http://www.ssa.gov/OACT/TRSUM/index.html 

 
 



Cost-Benefit of Seniors Death 
• With the intersection of government health 

care and Social Security, is there any incentive 
to tax-payers or politicians to prolong the life 
of a senior citizen life if NOT doing so saves 
thousands of dollars in treatment costs and 
social security “benefits”? 

• Will secularization of society save our 
 senior citizens?  

• Read this book; if you dare 

 



Citizens killed by their own government in the 
last century 

• Armenians 1915-1917    1-1.5 million 
• Soviet Union 1929-1945   20 million 
• Nazi Germany 1933-1945   20 million 
• China, Nationalist 1927-1949   10 million 
• China, Red 1949-1976    20-35 million 
• Guatemala 1960-1981    100-200,000 
• Uganda 1971-1979    300,000 
• Cambodia 1975-1979    2 million 
• Rwanda 1994     800,000 

Governments murdered 4x as many civilians as were killed in all 
the international and domestic wars  combined. 
Governments murdered millions more than were killed by 
common criminals. 



Can we say then that  
“Government is good”? 

• I would argue that there is abundant evidence 
that government may not only be “not good” 
but outright evil. 

• Which would bring us to the next question… 



Is Government EVIL? 

• When it destroys personal property rights? 
• When it destroys parental rights? 
• When it destroys freedoms of its people? 
• When it destroys religious liberties? 
• When it grows at unlimited rates at all levels? 
• When it favors select groups instead of applying across the 

board policies for everyone? 

• Yes! This is why our Founders protected our right to 
keep and bear arms.  To throw off tyranny. 

• Within limits government is a very powerful tool, 
what are those limits? 



Some Basic Principles of Liberty 

• Property Rights – limits the impact of 
governmental overreach by limiting the scope of 
their actions 

• Limited Government – some things the 
government just doesn’t get to do.  The Bill of 
Rights spells some of these out 

• Except for criminality, compliance should be 
voluntary 

• Gov’t doesn’t provide services that the 
marketplace can provide  



Prescription for Reform 
• End favored status for select groups 

• End policing of infractions which do not have a 
harm to person or property 

• Minimize funding for the State of Texas 

• Quit taking Federal dollars for anything 

• End all unfunded mandates on residents and 
push back hard on other levels of governments 
that push unfunded mandates on residents 

• Move all services to cost-recovery or end them 

• Privatize and outsource as much as possible 



A look at the proposed budget with 
these principles enacted 



Eliminate Fees 
Why pay twice for services that I’m already taxed to cover? 

Value to Taxpayers:   
• Quit paying your “master” for the 

privilege of fixing your own home 
• Quit paying your “master” for having 

a garage sale 
• Streamline services, accounting, 

reporting 
Fiscal Benefit:   



Eliminate Code Enforcement 

• Value to the Tax Payer 

– End the tyranny of a minority dictating how a property 
owner may use or improve their property 

– Restores property rights to where they belong:  the 
property owner 

– If someone wants to dictate how your property looks, 
they can compensate the property owner after having 
negotiated a voluntarily entered contract 

• Fiscal Benefit 



Eliminate Recreation Centers, Library 
and Animal Control 

• Value to Tax Payer 
– End socialized recreation 
– End socialized book lending 
– End socialized animal control 

• These services (rec, animal control, video rental) are readily 
provided by the marketplace.  Patronize these businesses 
and get the government out of these entirely. 

• Have the City rent the library facilities to a group like 
Friends of the Library and have the library sell subscriptions 
or other fee for service.  Encourage corporate sponsorship 
and volunteers. 

• Fiscal Benefit: 



Contract with Tarrant County for Police 
Services 

• Value to Tax Payer 
– Eliminate almost all of the Civil Service Expenses 
– Eliminate the abuse of power and trust by enforcing 

laws regulating activities with no harm to a person or 
an individual’s property 

– Eliminate CCPD sales tax and provide a competitive 
advantage to every business in Watauga 

– Significantly decrease payments to the State of Texas 
from fees and fines  

• Fiscal Impact – Significant savings, even after 
contracting for policing with Tarrant County 



Eliminate Red Light Cameras 

• Value to Tax Payers 

– Remove another source of funding for the State of 
Texas 

– Eliminate this abridgement of freedoms and 
hassling of residents and those that shop and visit 
Watauga 

• Fiscal Impact –  



Outsource Fleet, Building and Park 
Maintenance 

• Value to Tax Payer 

– Allow flexibility to more easily scale up or down 
based on a contract rather than an employee and 
their benefits 

– Minimizes employee costs and benefits costs 

• Fiscal impact - Little if any tangible impact to 
finances as contracts would still use the same 
revenue 



Eliminate Special Treatment of favored 
groups 

• Value to Tax Payers 

– Eliminate senior water rate discount, increased 
revenue (1c/$1,000 value) 

– Eliminate property tax rate cap for seniors, 
increased revenue (unknown) 

– Increased feedback from senior citizens in our 
community on all aspects of the government 

– Ends special treatment of favored groups 

 



My Property Tax Load 

• $440.57 031 

• $197.47 220 

• $170.47 224 

• $111.43 225 

• $858.13 902 

 

http://taxoffice.tarrantcounty.com/AccountSearch.asp 



Property Tax Explained 

• $440.57 031 City of Watauga 
• $197.47 220 Tarrant 
• $170.47 224 Hospital District 
• $111.43 225 TCCC District 
• $858.13 902 Birdville ISD 

 

http://www.tarrantcounty.com/etax/cwp/view.asp?A=765&Q=431028 



Property Tax Explained 

• $440.57 031 City of Watauga 
• $197.47 220 Tarrant 
• $170.47 224 Socialized Medicine 
• $111.43 225 Socialized Education 
• $858.13 902 Socialized Education 

 

How did we get this far down the 
road of socialization in politics? 
Maybe Obama’s not that new? 



What about the Effective Tax Rate? 

• Effective Tax Rate is a tax increase 
– $20,000 of tax revenue will not be collected because 

of continued decline in property values 

– Effective Tax Rate allows the City of Watauga to 
“exempt” itself from market forces (reality) that the 
rest of us deal with in the real world 

– How much of our budget is DIRECTLY attributable to 
The State of Texas? 

– Can we control our city when the State has unfettered 
access to our bottom line through regulations, fees 
and other confiscations? This is a serious problem. 



Understanding Sales Tax 
• ¼% Parks Development Corporation (PDC) 

• ¼% Street Maintenance Fund 

• ½% Crime Control and Prevention District (CCPD) 

• 1% General Revenue for the City 

•6% State of Texas 
City Council can’t directly change the 6% number, but 
who you send to Austin will determine if this number 
gets bigger or not.  Your educated vote is a big deal! 


